
The Hayes Family was a true California ranching family whose livelihood 
depended on the land. The Wente Family Estates winemaking team carries on 
the Hayes family tradition by crafting bright, delicious wines from premier 
California vineyards.

MERLOT
APPELLATION: CALIFORNIA

ALCOHOL: 13.5%

This Merlot comes from select vineyards in California 
with warm days and cool nights. These vineyards 
are characterized by a long growing season which 
helps develop ripe and round fruit flavors. Each 
vineyard was harvested and fermented separately 
in upright stainless steel fermenters. Rack and 
return, which is the process of draining all of the 
free-run juice off the cap and then returning the 
free-run juice back over the top of the fermenter, 
was performed twice daily. This Merlot was aged for 
12 months in American, French, Eastern European, 
and neutral oak.

Our Merlot features aromas and flavors of black 
cherry, blackberry and plum with a smooth mouthfeel 
that leads to a long, fruity finish.




